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JO WILSON:
FORM WORK

A plastic injection moulding factory in an outer
south-eastern suburb of Melbourne seems an
unlikely starting point for Jo Wilson’s refined
sculptural works. It is this site however, where
she maintains a studio and sources most of

the elements used in her art, inspired by the
sheen of tools and machinery, and the texture
of wooden sandcasting moulds, which make up
the patina of its industrial landscape. Estab-
lished and operated by Wilson’s father, Bob,
this particular factory is deeply embedded in
her being - she has spent many days there over
many decades, and in addition to registering
the ingenuity and technical skill of its workers,
its spaces also conjure up memories of a strong
father-daughter bond.

The components Wilson used to make this body of work
had been gathered over a number of years, removed
from the factory context so that their material qualities
- shape, size, colour and so on - could be considered
independent of their traditional function. Having a re-
serve of pieces at home, she was able to work through-
out the extended lockdown which Melbourne residents
experienced last year. Using what was at hand, without
the prospect of being able to add to it, her approach
was more playful and she incorporated materials that
might otherwise have been discarded. Wilson describes
the process of making during this strange time as having
a calming effect and there is something meditative in
her hand-working of these pieces, from the graphite
dust which is rubbed into timber surfaces until they take
on the appearance of metal, to the carefully painted
grids based on fragments of steel mesh found in the
factory.

In a series of white works, sheets of paper clay which
record the impression of mesh and small pieces of em-
bossed paper (both harking back to Wilson’s experience
as a printmaker), embellish sandcasting moulds, creating
serene minimal compositions. Particularly prominent in
these works is Wilson’s sensitivity to texture, the smooth
surfaces of the wall works contrasting against the to-
tems, where the tactile, natural grain of the timbers is
highlighted.

The materials and processes used to create these works
are many and layered. The end result is simple however,
pared back forms constructed from geometric shapes
in a limited palette of grey, ‘Wilson Green’ (a bespoke
colour mixed to the artist’s specifications) and white,
alongside the varied tones of timber. Although the func-
tional purpose of the individual elements Wilson uses

is no longer apparent, she celebrates the detritus of
industry, acknowledging the workmanship that went into
their production as she transforms them into objects

of beauty. Fundamentally abstract, these works are rich
in meanings that subtly echo with memories of labour,
family and creativity — what the artist terms ‘talismans
of the past.’

KIRSTY GRANT



JO WILSON

“Collet #1” (2020),

216 H X 75 Cm D, Himalayan
Cedar, salvaged pattern,
acrylic, pigments, clear coat.




JO WILSON

RIGHT TOTEM: “Collet #2” (2020), 190 H X 450 cm D,
Himalayan Cedar, salvaged pattern, acrylic, pigments,
clear coat.

LEFT TOTEM: “Collet #3” (2020), 185 H X 350 cm D,

Himalayan Cedar, salvaged pattern, acrylic, pigments,
clear coat.




JO WILSON

RIGHT TOTEM: “Souvenir #1”, (2021), 180 H X 25 D X 25
W, Reclaimed pine, salvaged pattern, acrylic, wood
wash, pigment, pencil, wax.

LEFT TOTEM: “Souvenir #2”, (2021), 180 H X 25 D X 25
W, Reclaimed pine, salvaged pattern, acrylic, wood
wash, pigment, pencil, wax.




JO WILSON

RIGHT TOTEM: “Souvenir #4”, (2021), 1770 H X 25D X
25 W, Reclaimed pine, salvaged pattern, acrylic, wood
wash, pigment, pencil, wax.

LEFT TOTEM: “Souvenir #3”, (2021), 150 HX 20 D X 20
W, Reclaimed pine, salvaged pattern, acrylic, wood
wash, pigment, pencil, wax.




JO WILSON

“Mesh #5” (2020),

54 HX 43D X 60 W cm,
Salvaged pattern, wood, paper
clay, acrylic, clear coat.




JO WILSON

“Mesh #6” (2020),

54 HX 43D X 60 W cm,
Salvaged pattern, wood, paper
clay, acrylic, clear coat.



JO WILSON

“Mesh #7” (2020),

54 HX 43D X 60 W cm,
Salvaged pattern, wood, paper
clay, acrylic, clear coat.




JO WILSON

“Mesh #8” (2020),

54 HX 43D X 60 W cm,
Salvaged pattern, wood, paper
clay, acrylic, clear coat.




JO WILSON

“Mesh #9” (2020),

53 Diameter X 90 cm,
Salvaged pattern, wood, paper
clay, acrylic, clear coat.




JO WILSON

“Embedded #1” (2019), 50
H X 20 D X 8 W cm, Salvaged
pattern, acrylic, pigment,
brass, clear coat.




JO WILSON

“Embedded #2” (2019), 50 H
X20D X 15 W cm, Salvaged
pattern, acrylic, pigment,
brass, clear coat.




JO WILSON

“Silver Peg”(2020), 44 H X 44
L X 10 D cm, Salvaged pattern,
acrylic, graphite, clear coat,
wood wash, pencil, pigment,
wax.



JO WILSON

“Match-Plate” (2021), 44 H

X 44 L X10 D cm, Salvaged
pattern, acrylic, graphite,
clear coat, wood wash, pencil,
pigment, wax.




JO WILSON

“Attuned core” (2021), 46 H X
33 L X 11D, Salvaged pattern,
acrylic, wood wash, graphite,
clear coat, pigment, wax.




JO WILSON

“Steadfast” (2021), 65 H X 50
L X 11 D cm, Salvaged pattern,
graphite, acrylic, wood wash,
pigment, enamel, clear coat,
wax.




JO WILSON

“Blue-point” (2021), 54 H X 37
L X 8 D cm, Salvaged pattern,
graphite, acrylic, wood wash,
pigment, enamel, clear coat,
wax.




JO WILSON

“Pillars” (2021), 50 H X 40 L

X 18 D cm, Salvaged pattern,
graphite, pencil, clear coat,

acrylic, pigment, wax.



JO WILSON

“Pink-Plate” (2021), 53 H X 40
L X 12 D cm, Salvaged pattern
wood, pencil, acrylic, wood
wash, pigment, clear coat,
wax.




JO WILSON

“Sterling #1” (2020), 46 H X
36 L X 6D cm, Salvaged pat-
tern, graphite, pencil, clear
coat, acrylic, pigment, wax.




JO WILSON
“Sterling #2” (2020), 37 H X

35 L X 6 cm, Salvaged pattern,

graphite, pencil, clear coat,
acrylic, pigment, wax.
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JO WILSON

“Sterling #3” (2020), 37 H X
35 L X 6 D cm, Salvaged pat-
tern, graphite, pencil, clear

coat, acrylic, pigment, wax.
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JO WILSON

TOP: “Finned #1” (2021), 83LX 15 H
X 8 D cm, Salvaged pattern, acrylic,
pigment, graphite, clear coat, wax.

BOTTOM: “Finned #2” (2021), 83 L X 15
H X 8 D cm, Salvaged pattern, acrylic,
pigment, graphite, clear coat, wax.




JO WILSON

“Poly-Core” (2021), 40 H X 40
L X 11 D cm, Salvaged pattern,
acrylic, graphite, clear coat,
pencil, enamel, pigment, wax.




JO WILSON

“Baseline” (2021), 40 H X 40
L X 8 D cm, Salvaged pattern,
acrylic, graphite, clear coat,
angle trim, pencil, pigment,
wax.




JO WILSON

“Outliner” (2021), 40H X 40 L
X 10 D cm, Salvaged pattern,
acrylic, graphite, clear coat,
pencil, enamel, pigment, wax.




Installation view



Installation view
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Installation view



